Hoolock Gibbon or White-browed Gibbon Hoolock hoolock (Harlan, 1834) is one of the 12 species of lesser apes found in South and Southeast Asia. The genus Hoolock is represented by one species. Males have black hair with a pale brow that flicks up at the ends. Female pelage is copper-tan with darkbrown hair on the sides of the face, chest and genital fringe. The female's face ring is wide above the eyes, turns upwards at the ends, and becomes thin as it encircles the muzzle. Shorter hairs on the sides of the neck give this gibbon's face a triangular appearance. The muzzle is larger compared to other gibbon species with a thin tuft of hair on the chin. The chest region is narrow. Ischial callosities are heavily furred. Infants' coats are grey-white with a yellow tinge (McCann, 1933) they eventually turn black. At puberty, females turn pale while males remain black throughout adult life. Hoolock Gibbons produce a belching growl vocalization, the only gibbon species to do so (Mootnick, et al., 1987) . This subgenus is characterized by a diploid chromosome number of 38 (Prouty et al., 1983a,b (Groves, 1972 (Groves, , 2001 and personal correspondence with some Gibbon experts (Geissman, Brockelman and Mootnick) led us to report the occurrence of the Eastern Hoolock Gibbon in Lohit district of Arunachal Pradesh in India.
Based on the preliminary survey in Lohit district this paper tries to evaluate: a. the distributional status of the leuconedys subspecies in India; b. group size; and c. threats
METHODS

Surveys were conducted from May 2005 to January 2006 in
Lohit district of Arunachal Pradesh. For this study existing forest trails, paths and roads were followed by a team of three observers. We slowly walked trails and off trails from 0530 to 1000hr and from 1200 to 1500hr everyday. Whenever a gibbon group was sighted, we recorded the colour patterns, group size, age and sex composition. Approximate location of group on a map, nearest landmark and the latitude-longitude and altitude (using Megallan TM GPS) were recorded for every sighting. A survey procedure was developed to maximize and standardize the information to be gathered within the survey area. Because we were covering a large geographic area with mostly inaccessible terrain in a relatively short period of time, broad survey methods and interviews were used (NRC, 1981; Sussman & Phillips-Conroy, 1995) . Broad survey methods have been used in a number of studies and are described in detail in NRC (1981) . Broad surveys are useful technique for obtaining information on the presence and relative numbers of a species population in particular areas. Secondary information was collected through interviewing the local villagers. It was not possible to identify all the morphological characters as the animals are very shy and high in the canopy, and were not trapped. However, the taxon is distinctly different in its colouration from the western subspecies, which were confirmed through binoculars and photographs (Images 1-4 w ).
Hoolock hoolock leuconedys, the eastern subspecies of Hoolock Gibbon is reported for the first time from India.
Distribution
The eastern subspecies is found to be distributed between the river Lohit in the north and the high altitude mountains of the Dafa Bum in the south ( Fig. 1 Group size A total of 168 individuals were observed. Excluding three lone individuals, 165 individuals were found in 49 groups. Average group size was 3.37. Most of the groups were observed with four individuals (Table 2) . Latitude-longitude of some selected groups are shown in Table 2 ; altitude ranged from 122m to 1075m. 
Threats
DISCUSSION
Presence of Hoolock hoolock leuconedys is reported for the first time from India. From our preliminary survey the distribution between river Lohit in the north and Dafa Bum (>4500m) in the south is continuous with the distribution range of the eastern subspecies in Myanmar (Fig. 1) .
Although the existing literature suggests that the Chindwin 42'E). Moreover, the Chindwin river starts from the south of the Chukan pass in Changlang district. To the north of Chukan pass, north of the high altitude mountains, there is no physical barrier for H. h. leuconedys and the habitat is contiguous with the eastern subspecies' distribution range in Myanmar. Surveys are required to confirm the taxonomic identity of the population between the Dibang River and the Lohit River (Miao Wildlife Sanctuary and other adjoining forested areas).
Earlier all the gibbons in India were considered to be the western subspecies and based on that Namdapha NP and Kamlang WLS and Kamlang RF were supposed to be the largest continuous forest patch left for conservation of the Western Hoolock Gibbon in India. But after the present findings of the Kamlang population (both RF and WLS) as eastern subspecies, conservation scenario for both the subspecies in India has to be revisited. A detailed study is required to evaluate the population status of the eastern subspecies in India.
A remarkable difference has been observed between the group size of both the subspecies. Average group size is larger (3.37) in eastern subspecies than the western subspecies (2.9) (Das, et al., 2005) .
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